Murray State's Digital Commons
Murray State University Collection

Newspapers

2-18-2011

The Murray State News, February 18, 2011
The Murray State News

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/msu_collection

Recommended Citation
The Murray State News, "The Murray State News, February 18, 2011" (2011). Murray State University
Collection. 2108.
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/msu_collection/2108

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Newspapers at Murray State's Digital Commons.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Murray State University Collection by an authorized administrator of Murray
State's Digital Commons. For more information, please contact msu.digitalcommons@murraystate.edu.

·.
~ PAGE 3A

Wattier ~questions
his susp.ension,
procedure

e

I

ews

February 18, 2011-------------thenews.org - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - V o l . 86, No. 21

Sigma Pi,
University
face lawsuit
Elizabeth Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

Photos by Austin Ramsey/The News

Improved advising methods Is one of many recommendations mentioned by members of the President's Commission on Retention In its Wednesday meeting.

Improved advising -3mong
retention recollllltendations
JolmWalker
Staff writer
The President's Commission on Retention
met Wednesday to discuss its upcoming recommendations to the President's Office.
Issues include academic advising, lack of
communication between students and the
University and new rules for students on academic probation.
Renae Duncan, associate provost, said the
recommendations, if approved. will bring both
slow and fast changes to the campus.
''Some changes might happen as quickly as
this semester," Duncan said. "Others could
t~ke as long as a couple of years. It just
depends."
One of the recommendations discussed
referred to students on academic probation
who may soon be required to take part in the
academic restoration plan. Tht- plan would
require students to sign a form acknowledging
their academic status, attend a mandatory
meeting to help put them on the right track
and may even notify parents through e-mail of
a student's situation.
Duncan said programs like these may not
keep every student at the University, but
every student it helps is a success.
''We may not see a large statistical signiftcance, but with each one student we can keep
is significant enough to keep the program,"
Duncan said.
Other recommendations include better
advising methods which may lead to adviser
training and putting a hold on the banner system requiring students to visit their adviser
before they can register for classes.
University President Randy Dunn, who

Carmen Garland, member of the President's Commis·
sion on Retention, discusses ideas at the meetinQ.
recently met with the Coflllllission. said he
encourages the group to look at different
advising models.
''Advisement is one of those areas where if
it's done well, nobody recognizes and celebrates it," Dunn said. "It's just that students get
courses and get through programs in a timely
fashion. When advisement is done poorly, students feel it, programs suffer because of it and
it can wreak quite a bit of havoc."
He said requiring faculty to handle full
course loads in addition to advising responsibilities can be overwhelming.
"The question becomes 'how do we accommodate that?'" he said. '"Do we relieve some

Landini steps down
as Hart College Head
Haley Russell
Staff writer
Ann Landini, associate professor in the Journalism and Mass
Communications Department and Hart College Head,
announced Monday at the Hart CoJiege Council (HCC) meeting
her plans to step down as College Head in May followed by her
retirement in the coming year.
Landini said the reason she chose this year to step down is
because she plans to focus on teaching for the last year before
her retirement.
"I'm a teacher ftrst and foremost and I'd like to spend my last
year before retirement teaching," she said.
The College Head has been extremely involved in the last
seven years she has held the position.

teaching loads of certain faculty to take on
more advisement? Will we look at full-time
non-faculty advisers?'"
Dunn said he is willing to allocate funding
for such projects.
Duncan said every idea the committee
approves will help the University in its efforts
to keep students on campus.
"Each thing we add is going to make a difference for someone," Duncan said.
Adam Peebles, sophomore frQm Murray and
Student Government Association representa·
tive on the Commission, said the new initiatives are for keeping students at the University and enhancing campus services once they
stay.
"We aren't doing these 'things just to keep
people here," Peebles said. "We are also trying
to improve the quality of campus for students.
We are trying to give students more opportunity to be engaged.''
Peebles said students at the University have
a habit of not getting involved and staying in
their residential college rooms when they
could be more involved across campus.
·•t think people get lost easy when they ftrst
come to campus," Peebles said. "It's the commission's job to enhance those student's experiences while at school."
Duncan said the University had a good
record of keeping students on campus, but that
does not mean there is not a place for the
Commission on Retention.
"Murray State has one of the best retention
rates," DUncan said. "Even though we're a
leader we can strive to do better. We are try·
ing to turn an A- into an A+."
Contact

Walker

murraystate.edu.

at

john.walker@

Shawn Jackson, from Murray, filed a lawsuit
Tuesday against Murray State, University Presi·
dent Randy Dunn, the Sigma Pi Fraternity International, Inc., Gamma Upsilon (Murray State's
chapter) of Sigma Pi Fraternity and all unknown
members and officers of Gamma Upsilon.
The suit stems from an incident said to take
place on or before Fcb.l9, 2010, according to the
case flle. Jackson, who declined comment, states
in the case file that while attending a Sigma Pi
party at its former Highway 121 residence, he was
harassed verbally and physically. The case
reports that fraternity members made racial comments to the black plaintiff and threw rocks at
him. Jackson, who paid to enter the party, claims
in the documents that he was forced to leave.
Jackson, who was a student at the time of the
incident, reported it to the Murray State Police,
but claims no action was taken. He did not file a
n offtcial complaint or grievance with the University or Offtce of Equal Opportunity.
The defendants face counts of interfering with
the Right to Contract, violation of the 14th
Amendment, conspiracy to interfere with civil
rights, violation of federal and state civil rights
act, outrageous conduct, assault and battery as
well as attorney fees.
·
The University is listed among the defendants
because it does "sponsor and endorse the fraternities." The case ftle goes on to say that the University, which is required to approve all parties
and events, approved the party as which the incident took place. Furthermore, the case states that
policies of the Board of Regents "impose obligations on the University to supervise activities of
fraternities, as evidenced in part by Section 5.5
Student Groups."
All organizations at Murray State have a faculty adviser. Wyatt Alverson, lecturer of mathematics and adviser of the Gamma Upsilon chapter of Sigma Pi, is documented in the case file as
being at the party, but took no action. Alverson •
did not return phone calls or e-mails from The
News.

Assistant Vice President of Communication for
the University Catherine Sivills released this
statement Tuesday: "The University followed all
processes and procedures of the MSU Office of
Equal Opportunity, as well as those applicable
from Student Affairs, shortly after the alleged
incident in February 2010. However. Mr. Jackson
never filed a formal complaint with the Office of
Equal Opportunity, Now that the issue is under
Utigation we cannot comment further."
Mark Briscoe, executive director of Sigma Pi
International Fraternity, Inc. based in Brentwood,
Tenn., said they would be providing defense for
the Gamma Upsilon chapter. He claims the accusations are false.
"The allegations are absolutely baseless; they
are false," Briscoe said. "To say that our chapter
was racist is ridiculous. We have alumni members from our chapter that are African American.
We're a diverse group. We will vigorously defend
the allegations."
Members and officers did not return e-malls
for comment.
Gamma Upsilon was on probation for unrelated reasons until August 2010, said Mike Young,
assistant vice president of Student Affairs.
Contact Johnson at elizabetha.johnson@
murraystate.edu.

Courtney Campbell, junior from Franklin, Tenn., and a resiWhen planning her last year before retirement, Landini bad to
dential adviser (RA) at Hart, said Landini has done very well in
consider her Public Affairs Reporting class offered in the fall
advising the RAs and the HCC.
·
and deciphering in which area, either as college head or professor, to cut her time.
"She makes sure that all of our programs are appropriate and
that we have all of the things that we need for
"l was trying to balance my obligation as a professor in my
our programs ... and she makes sure she tries
department with the time demands that residential colleges take
to come to as many as she can because she's
in the fall semester," she said. "If I'm teaching (JMC) 597 in the
fall, what's going to give? Would I lighten up the responsibilities
. very involved on campus," she said. "She also
of 597 and make it an easier class? I can't in all honesty do that
gives us ideas if we need it to help with the
building."
because that would not be beneftting the students who really
Landini said she took the position of colneed to be challenged before they go out (into the job market).
lege head in order to become more connect· • Then on the other side if I don't do everything I need to do as
ed with students.
the residential College Head I'm short changing those kids."
"1 was looking for a way to work more •
Because of these time constraints, Landini decided to return to
the classroom.
Ann Landini closely with students," she said. "I came here
"So I had to decide where my priorities for my last year of
as a newspaper adviser in 1985. I spent 10
Hart College years doing that, then 1 worked in a classteaching would go, and it's defmitely back in the classroom," she
said. ·•one last hurrah in the classroom."
Head
room and I was ready for something more.".
Because being a college head allows only half of the teaching
Landini's advice to the future Hart College Head would be to
hours as per usual, Landini decided to return to the classroom
get to know the students.
Said Landini: "There's no other experience on this campus
full time before retiring. Her favorite class to teach, she said, is
Public Affairs Reporting (JMC 597).
quite like it. It's a wonderful way to get to meet students on a dif"l love to teach it, because at that point fve normally had
ferent level than what you normally do in class."
Contact Russell at hrussell@murraystate.edu.
those students in other classes, like in (copyediting)," she said.

_,...,

_

_.,..__......_

News Editor: Nick Reside

2A
'

The News

Campus Briefly

Assist•• NeWS FAilOr: Au.;tin Ramsey
Pboae: 809-4468

February 18, 20ll

This week

Coming Up
Priday "Harry Potter and the Deathly
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Police Beat

degree possession of a forged
instrument concerning a pre·
vious incident.
6:40 p.m. A caller at Facilities
Management requested assis·
tance getting fuel for campus
generators. Officers were
notified.
11:38 p.m. A caller at Elizabeth
College reported three indi·
viduals stuck on an elevator.
Murray State Police, Central
Plant and the Murray Fire
Department were notified.
The elevator was opened, and
all occupants were let off.
Officers took a report.

FebruarylO
1:43 a.m. A caller reponed a
car with its lights on parked in
the Roy Stewart Stadium
parking lot for an extended
period. Officers were notified
and spoke with the owner.
12:S9 p.m. Murray State Police
at Public Safety served
William Pregliasco, graduate
student from Louisville, a
criminal summons for third
degree criminal mischief for a
previous incident.
1:46 p.m. A caller reported
juveniles sledding near Chestnut Street. Officers were notified.

Februaryl2

degree criminal mischief.
12:59 p.m. A caller at the cor·
ner of Uth Street and U.S.
Highway 121 reponed a traffic
light was not working proper·
ly. The Murray Police Depan·
ment was notified and reported the state highway crews
were working on the light.

Februaryl3
1:18a.m. The Murray Police
Department requested Murray State Police assistance
with a large fight at the Mur·
ray Banquet Center. Officers
were notified and responded.

l2:Sl p.m. A caller reponed ·

three individuals trick riding
bicycles and skateboards near
Winslow Cafeteria. Officers
spoke with the students and
informed them of prohibiting
University policy.
1:17 p.m. Central Plant report·
ed Roy Stewart Stadium
would be without power until
University crews finished
working on the electrical sys·
tem.

Februaryl4
9:03 a.m. A caller reported a
vehicle possibly involved in

12:37 p.m. A caller reported
stolen property at Blackburn
Science Building. Officers
s ·~w.eue notifiedu;• I· • , .JlJu'1 1 •

Februaryll
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~rrives

809-5344 or

Mike Young @ 809-6831 or
mike.young @murraystate.edu

Or your college head:

Hester
Regents
Richmond
White

space to
aavertise your
business.
~nnounce your
wedding or
engagement.

Ca{{fJ'oday

carmen.garland@murraystate.edu

Hart

Marcfi 25

809-4478

For More Information contact:
@

·Assistant NIIWs Editor Austin
:Ramsey COfiiP_iles Police Beat
with materials provided by
'Public Safety. Not all dispatched calls are listed.
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Must sign up for interview time with your college head.

Elizabeth
Springer-Franklin

•

o

~erve

APPLICATION DEADLINE
FEBRUARY 28, 2011

Bert Siebold
Crystal Coleman
Paullucko
Ann Landini
Kenny Fister
Richard Scott
Leon Boc:levln
Chhanda Islam

Motorist assists Racer escorts - 0
Arrests • 0

Special 'Bridal Section

Applications are available online @ www.murraystate.edu/fyl

Clark·

11:34 a.m. A caller reported
lost property on campus. Offi- ,
cers took a report.
1'09 p.m. A caller reported
stolen property. Officers were
notified and took a report for
third degree burglary.
9-.26 p.m. A caller requested
an officer to perform a wei·
fare check on a resident. The
officer located the individual,
who was transported for a
mental health evaluation.

'l1ie !Murray State ?{f,ws

Must have a cumulat1ve 2.5 MSU GPA by the end of &pnng 2011 semester
Must have excellent commupication skills
Must enroll ih GUI 251 for credit or audit
Must attend one of two spring orientation dates:
April1 3 6 - 8 pm'QB April14 9 • 10:30 pm

Carmen Garland

Februaryl6

lie Safety reported theft ·of. a
parking permit. ·
8:2S p.m. A caller requested

REQUIREMENTS:
MURRAy· Must have complet~ 24 MSU hours by the end of Spring 2011 semester
•
-

on.

.:.4:15p-.m.~ iadiv:ichtal'llt ~

FIRST YEAR
LEADERS NEEDED!
STATE UNI VERS ITY

lights at Hamilton Field be
turned on. Central Plant
reported they were already

February IS

7:39a.m. An officer reported a
sign outside the lowry Center had been knocked down
by snow removal equipment.
Central Plant was notified.
l2:Sl p.m. Murray,State.:I>_oji«;«H • 12:~ 1p,m.tJ\. $=aller at.
College reported vanaaij&m
at Public Safety served Casey
Kinnis, fre~hman lrom Kut1 , to an elevator door. Offi~crs •
wer:e' notified and, ~·pon ..
tawa, Ky., a criminal sum·
arrival, took a report for third
mons for charges of third

t'

an accident in the Regents
College parking lot. Officers
were notified but did not take
a report; no accident had
occurred.
S:OS p.m. A caller reported
they had locked their house
keys inside Wrather Hall.
Officers were notified and,
upon arrival, opened the
building.
8:23 p.m. A caller in Hester
College reported she received
an unwanted package and
requested an officer to
retrieve it. Officers were noti·
fied and, upon arrival, notified the caller on how to
return the package.

7487 or bert.siebold@murraystate.edu
I

5487 or crystal.coleman @murraystate.edu
2785 or paul.lucko@coe.murraystate.edu
2717 or ann.landini@murraystate.edu
5486 or kenny.fister@murraystate.edu
2105 or richard.scott@murraystate.edu
6521 or leon.bodevin@murraystate.edu
3275 or chhanda.islam@murraystate.edu
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Breakup sparks academic career

~cross campus

Austin Ramsey
Assistanl News Editor
•This is the third in a four-part series commemorating Black History
Month.
Steve Jones, department chair of social work, criminal justice and
gerontology said he owes it all to his high school sweetheart.
They did not marry.
Rather, Jones, raised in the industrial city of Pontiac, Mich., was trying to get out of Pontiac after she ended their relationship at the close
of their senior year.
·
"My girlfriend had dumped me," he said. "1 made the decision that
I didn't want to stay in Pontiac for a long time. A friend of mine came
home from college and told me about Arkansas A&MN CoUege. That
was my reason for going to college."
From there, Jones' academic career took off. He was accepted to
Washington University in St. Louis, where he was became the frrst
black man at that institution to receive a master's degree in cultural
anthropology. Later, he became one of the first black professors at
Murray State University.
"Coming back home after that frrst year of college, I stopped the car,
got out, ran over and shook her hand," he said, laughing. "I thanked
her for dumping me. It changed my life."
Throughout hls education, Jones was no stranger to the element of
race in his education. In graduate school, he was the only black student in every class be took. He likened the transition from the historically black Arkansas A&MN College to the traditionally white Washington University to culture shock one experiences in another country.
"A professor in one of the fust years I was (at Washington University) was teaching a class on Africa, and he was talking about the biological and physical concept of race and types of hair texture," Jones
said. "He mentioned kinky hair and said African American people
have it. He said one of the ways that anthropologists gauge the kinkiness of a black person's hair was to take a pencil and put it in the person's hair and raise it up and the degree of resistance measured the
degree of kinkiness in the hair."
Jones said as the professor lectured, be looked at Jones and raised
up a pencil.
"He looked at me with the pencil in his hand; maybe my expression
told him, 'I don't think so. I'm not going to be your Guinea pig,'" he
said.
Jones was hired at Murray State in the fall of 1977, the same time six
other black men and women were added to the faculty. He said his
five years of teaching while in graduate school helped prepare him for
the transition into a predominately white setting.
"I think 1 got a good reception from the students," he said. "I was
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Public schools statewide are implementing more rigorous academic standards in Fall 2011.
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has created new
common core academic standards in reading, language arts and math
departments. These standards were developed to be more rigorous
and will better prepare students for post-graduation.
The new common core academic standards require educators to be
trained in teaching the new material, going more in-depth than the
previous standards. The majority of this training wiU be made possible by a grant KDE received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation totaling $1 million to be given over the next two years.
"We'll give teachers examples, resources, the ability to connect to
virtual (programs) and network with other teachers," said Lisa Gross.
KDE's spokeswoman. "For the teachers, it will be very hands-on.''
The standards used in years past were numerous and specific,
Gross said. The new standards will give teachers a much broader
range of items.
"Core content standards are developed in a variety of different subject areas," She said. "It's like a checklist. The standards could be very
detailed and very specific or very broad.''
Gross said the new standard will allow students to gain a deeper
knowledge in the subject areas due to the lesser amount of items on
the "checklist."
"If there are fewer items, teachers can really hone in on those items
and take a little more time on them," she said.
The training process for teachers is the same across the state, said
David Dowdy, Calloway County school system's public relations specialist.
"Everybody in the state is following essentially the same model and
I would categorize it as 'train the trainers,"' he said. "We have a core
group of educators from each grade Level ... and these people then are
either from language arts or math and those people are going to
regional meetings."
Dowdy said Calloway County's Board of Education is worried

foUoWiDg location$: Cunis
P.aculty Hall, l'OOm IOO;

n.an•s•

_.~··ltilkftqg.
Office: Applied SclttD.ce•~••(loutb),.J'OQID m; bldusU"y and
T~ol()SY BWlding. room 207.

CrAB -tbthost.fammes

The. Give Them·~ Break prQSram. of'lering
ll'lttmadoo.J •8tu<lents •bo.mes during Spring

~iS ~klngfor local students or families to

Ofp up~ h9mes·

'1lhe •projl'-.~es a. unique ,opportunity

forllod! the hosts~ ptests to .be introduced to

Derek Miller/The News

~'c:~·~·~es.
St\ldentj
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•for more J.nt'ormatiota. '111e deadline to apply is

Steve Jones, department chair of social work, criminal justice and gerontology,
and second black department chair at Murray State, studies In his office.

••lnteteltea

received, I don't think, any differently than any others."
Jones said one of the few comments concerning his race came from
Adam Lanning, a retired white professor who later came to be Jones'
best friend at the University.
·
"When Professor Lanning met me for the first time, I was sitting in
the outer office," he said. "He introduced himself and said, 'Oh, your
specialization must be black studies.' I said, 'No, 1 have a master's and
Ph.D. in cultural anthropology. I've never had a course dealing with
African Americans in my whole academic career."'
Jones said situations like those proved to be rare and that he mentally limited himself more often than others did.
He looks back fondly on his predecessor, retired professor Betty
Blodgett, when she helped him achieve his current position of department chair. He said he remembers a conversation he bad with Blodgett in which she asked him why we had not applied for her vacant
position.
''My response was, 'rm not sure MSU is ready for its second black
chair in the history of the University,"' be said.
Jones said Blodgett told him it made no difference - that he should
apply anyway.
"I did," he said, "and rm sure glad."
,
Contact Ramsey at aramseyS@murraystate.edu.
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V~ and •ASsis~ Professor of Music

Sue Jean Park will. play on campus after an
lnjuey p~nted her perfonnance last semester.
~k• wiJl· prftellt .a redtal of Greig VioUn
Sonata in C Minor at 7:,30 p..tn. on Tuesday in the
Perfortning Am Hall.
Xfte event b free to tbe public. COs will be
sold ronowing the "performance at a discounted
$10 for student$.

Wattier questions
University decision
"

Changes loom for Kentucky public schools
Baley Russell

SGA Olf'ke;

Staft'~eport

Mark Wattier, professor of political science, is
appealing his teachlng suspension for racial comments, saying the University violated due process.
Wattier, who allegedly likened two black students'
t.ardiness to that of slaves in an American government class last fall, was suspended without pay and
benefits for the spring semester after one of the students filed a complaint to the Office of Equal Opporruruty.
,
Although originally failing to respond to the complaint twice, Wattier now claims his semester suspension has passed the 30-day mark, now, entitling
him a Board of Regents hearing.
Wattier cites section 2.8.7 of the Faculty Handbook, which reads, "Should a suspension of longer
than 30 days be deemed necessary, the President
must receive the approval of the Board of Regents,
which will hold a due process hearing on the matter."
Wattier said via e-mail that he calls on his fellow
faculty members to stand for hls right to the hearing.
"I have been suspended without pay and benefits
for more than 30 days and bave not bad a hearing
before the Board of Regents," he said. "Would the
Faculty of Murray State University, whom I served
faithfully for more than 30 years, take a stand on
this?''
President Randy Dunn responded via e-mail, sayIng the special condition under whlch Wattier was
' suspended exempts him from that handbook policy.
"Section 2.8.7 of the Faculty Handbook does not
apply in this case because the equal opportunity
grievance procedures explicitly state that our (Equal
Opportunity) procedures 'supersede any other
grievance mechanism ... having jurisdiction over discrimination and affirmative action,"' Dunn said. "It is
the University's position that Dr. Wattier was provided due process and its protections were fully
available to him."

about the cost of the training. Budget cuts have been applied across
the board, approximately 5 percent this fiscal year in Calloway County.
The changes are to be made quickly. Dowdy said making these
changes is like re-tooling your factory from last year's model car to
next year's model car without ever stopping the line. Contingency
funds are encouraged each year and the money will help endow the
training for teachers and the substitutes required for their absences.
This, however, is only a short-term plan, as the money will become
less in the years to come, Dowdy said.
•
"These cuts will be absorbed by what we have in the bank," he said.
"The safety net gets tblimer and thinner and thinner every year."
The goal of these new common core academic standards is simple:
to make students more educated and more readied for either hlgher
education or the workforce after graduation, Dowdy said.
"The Department of Education sent us a pledge and our superintendent and our chairman of the board had to sign the pledge that we
would work to cut in half the number of students that need remedial
courses in college," he said.
Randy McCallon, assistant superintendent and assessment coordi' County, said these new standards could bleed to
nator in Calloway
the other core subject areas in the future, though nothing is certain.
Another goal the Board has is to locate students who are less than
proficient in meeting higher education standards.
"We're going to be charged to identify students who aren't meeting
college benchmarks, or career benchmarks of some sort.'' McCallon
said. "We're going to be asked to figure out who those students are
that do not meet those benchmarks and try to improve them in those
areas so that they are college~ready."
After an initial dip in test scores due to the drastic changes, they are
said to increase when students ¥e tested on the new material in 2014,
Gross said.
Calloway County, its administrators and the state are looking out
for the common good of the students.
Said Gross: "Every kid bas the ability, how to unlock that ability is
the question."
Contact Russell at hrussell@murraystate.edu.

:MWta~
I -'l
I

' cltlhlna•••re'

Ryan Gilchrist -March 5

.

:Chlmller saver

Dale Blckrord---March 19

Visit us online at~

Kyle '!'fhltaker-Aprll 2

.

...

il\'ll

. ..,.....,. ""

....-

•

• •.<~!-~~"i

101'1~

Whiteside

Cattle Co

"'

....,• ROUii,!! ,

·=· -:· .;.:. ·::. -:· -:. -:·

Church!

:,.."11-!'..

-:.
-::.

-:·

·~

Cit>

c;.,.
=-

.&;"
... .
~

~

150Forsythe Road • Buchanan, TN 38222 • (731) 642-8346

... ....

201 Payne St
761-4800

-:· ·=·

·~ ~ ~
~~
·~ Murray Animal Hospital ~

ilecorne ct .fan on
our Facebook--your local coffee
shop loca'ted across
from St;.. Leo~s

cf!IQ*""-L"'

-:g;~

Countv

I 31CnamDero/COmmerce

.

..,.,

t~}

,,•,MyMurray

1·]t1urrny· Calloo

Come ou1: 1:o
Support your
local musicians

nacY L:qjii

,y,' • J N [;

:Dlscnnts IR IMd, lifts.

Corning Soon:

SPOSSORS: ~rrqS

'

SlP
~

·....=
..

L6"'0 1 College Farm Road
Murray, KY 42071
270~753-2088
TERRY D. CANERDY, D.V.M.
MICHELLE D. WESTERFELD

~

Small animal veterinarv care,

•!!.
--

surgery, dentistrY,
exotic pets and boarding.

·~

Present your Racercard for a
10 percent discount off of your
first visit.

~
~

-:• ·
.••.
~

-:-

13 . .
·~

-::~

""'

-:• '
-:•

....

Where the health and happiness ~
~
of your pet come first!
W

·~ ~ ~

·:. ·=· -:. ~ -:. ~ ·=· -:· -:· ·=· -::-

~4~------------------------~
lbeNews--------------------~~~b~~~~~~,~
~n

• •
Oploioo Editor. Casey Bradley

Pbone: 809-5873

Our View

Speakers·fall short of
student expectations
The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of
The Murray State News.
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L
is week our campus
welcomed Tsering Phuntsok, a
Tibetan
Buddhist
monk.
Phuntsok joined the ranks of a
diverse line-up of speakers this
year.
If there's one thing you can say
about Murray State, you can definitely give them a pat on the back
for the diverse group of speakers
they've managed to procure.
Ben Stein, a Buddhist monk and
the soon~to-arrive Frank Warrenfrom PostSecret definitely qualifies as covering vast ground in
student interests.
You might even believe Murray
State is a large, well-known University if you didn't know better,
just by looking at the people we
attract.
Unfortunately, not every speaker lived up to our surprisingly
high expectations.
Ben Stein, with his pop culture
renown, was a face without much
behind it for support. You might
as well have called him the Wizard of Oz. Except without his own
city to hide within.
Our Buddhist didn't stand up to
our expectations, either, it seems.
Monday, Phuntsok talked to students about Buddhist beliefs, but
didn't have much to his speech
beyond a few · statements.
Unstructured, he didn't speak
much and instead • opened the
floor for questions.
Some people seemed to believe
just because they were talking
with a monk he would have the
answers to all their questions.
Sorry, folks, we don't th~ anyone has the answers to life, the

universe and, you know, everything.
Those are questions you'll have
to ponder for longer than five
minutes, probably even more
than a handful of years.
Though we have heard it could
be answered by a simple, even
number. Look into it.
, Wid} the PostSecret talk
approaching, we're on the edge of
our seats, wanting to compare
Warren's speech with his predecessors. How will it stand up?
Will we once again be disappointed with a speaker we expected to
blow us away? Will the cake be a
lie? ·
With all the anticipation making us grip our critical pens
tighter, at least we know one
thing: we will learn something
new.
Each new speaker brings a different outlook on life and issues
we commonly face. Stein spoke
on politics, Phuntsok ~eminded
us of love and speakers in the past
have brought forth a buffet of
views.
The advantage of hearing people from different states, countries and walks of life is that they
have lived life differently than us.
They can open our eyes to the
world we've lived in for years. It's
as if we suddenly have a bird's eye
view when we've only ever
looked up from the ground.
Even when we're disappointed,
when we don't come out with
what we expected, we can at least
say we experienced something.
So thanks, Murray State.
We look forward to the variety
of views you attempt to bring to
our stage.
We just hope we aren't always
setting the bar too high for each
speaker.
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How did you spend Valentine's Day?
"It was a normal day. I went to dinner
with my friend Hannah at Winslow. but
then I did homework. I went most of the
day without realizinQ it was
Valentine's Day."
Hilary Mason • St. Louis
junior
"I worked between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. I ate Subway by myself
and after work, sat in a women's
literature class."
MeQhan Mottaz • Murray
graduate
''I spent my Valentine's Day with my
Qirlfriend. She cooked a very, very nice
meal then we went and played racquet·
ball. Then we sat around the rest of the
evening and watched 'l~st'."

Jake Young· Booneville, Ind.
junior
Derek Miller/The News
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Campus Voice

Weather endangers students
.

As a post

-baccalaureate student, I can
say with
great confidence I
have been
a student
at Murray
Brett Sbatber State UniGraduate student v e r s i t Y
longer
from Paducah
than most
students.
I, like you, have waded
through puddles and braved the
elements to attend class on
numerous occasions.
And like many, I found myself
embarrassed to be a Racer on a
day when less than favorable
weather conditions should have
prompted the closing of Murray
State's main campus.
There has only been one
other occurrence when I have
felt such shame for my alma
mater: Known to many as the
Snowmaggedon of 2009, I was
appalled when Murray State
announced to its residential students, in a fashion reminiscent
of a Semisonic song, "You don't
have to go home, but you can't
stay here."
After watching students who
paid for both food and shelter
be kicked flat out on their bums,
I developed a pit in my stomach
which left me asking. "What am
I really paying for?"
With time, those feelings subsided, until Feb. 10, 2011 when
Murray State decided to keep its
main campus open with icy
1
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roads and sidewalks.
Make no mistake, I doubt anyone honestly believed Murray
State would have canceled
classes; however, both the student body and alumni are outraged not just from the implicit
expectation that students
should make the hazardous
expedition to class, but from the
shear lack of communication
exhibited by the University faculty and staff in relaying notifications and cancellations to the
student body.
After checking all the appropriate web-based facets with no
notifications, I made the trek to
campus only to fmd three of my
four classes canceled. Out of
those three cancellations I only
received one notification in. email form from the spouse of a
professor saying class was canceled.
Talking to other students only
revealed similar stories emphasizing a severe lack of communication by University faculty
and staff. In response to comments of discontented students
on its Facebook page the University had this to say: "Thank
you all for your feedback. All
comments will be shared with
Administrators involved in
making decisions regarding closure. Additionally, the Provost's
Office is encouraging faculty to
be flexible with students who
are not able to attend class due
to travel concerns. It is each student's responsibility to communicate with their professors."
To whom it may concern,
your closing remark about the

"student's responsibility" may
hold true in terms of homework
and classroom expectations, but
in the context of cance\ed classes you are wrong.
As students, our responsibility is to be informed. As the academic institution, it is your job
to inform us.
This is the contract established when we pay our tuition.
You provide a service. As
administration, faculty and staff
Jt is your obligation to inform
us in a timely manner when
anything threatens to interrupt
this service.
Don't just post obscure statements around various campusrelated websites. In this modern
age, e-mails are more userfriendly than a note on a door
after treacherous travel. All we
ask is that you do your part and
fulfill your obligation to inform
us.
As I said in my Facebook
retort to the above statement by
the University, "You forget who
is paying whom for the education."
I would also like to applaud
the former SGA President, Kara
Mantooth, and similar students
who attempted to quell the
wave of negative commentary
on the Facebook page with a red
herring of Racer fanaticism with
statements such as, "My name is
<insert name>. I am here today. I
am a RACER."
Nice try. Any student who is
willing to take a stance on an
issue and voice their opinion is
worthy of the title Racer; even
Drew Hursey.

Write to usl

The News welcomes commentaries and letters to the editor. Letters should be 300 words or less. Con·
tnbutors should Include phone numbers for verification. Please include hometown. classification and
1 title or relationship to the University. Commentaries should be between 600 to 800 words. The News
reserves the riqht to edit for style,len<Jth and content. No anonymous contributions will be accepted. All
contributions should be turned In by noon on Tuesday of each week via e·mail or thenews.orq. Contributions to The News are the opinion of the author and not that of The Murray State News.
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to the warmer,
windy weather.
All I want to do
is walk around
town. Do you
understand how
bad that is for
my grades? Horrible.
Cheers to ... Sea Shep-

Jeers to ...

1me 1s

iJ

herd Conservation
Society. Way to
gQ, stopping
the Japanese
whaling
ships. My heroes!

.

Cbeets to - the e-mail
notification pertaining to the. 'feral starlings.' Yay! We love it
when we get a heads
up to loud, obnoxious
noises outside! Great
job, guys.

d.-s Jeers to ~

insane destruction of this continent's oldest mountains and
rivers. our leaders are not listening to the concerns of the citizens.
Last Friday when everyone was
amazed by the crowds of successful protests in Egypt, I was
glued to the newsfeed out of
Frankfort reporting the actions of
20 Kentuckians, none of whom
were youth, who decided enough
was enough.
After confronting Gov. Steve
Beshear in his office on issues of
clean water and unJawful strip
.mining they were promptly
excused and decided to have an
old fashion sit-in. Wendell Berry,
along with others, sat in the governor's office the entire weekend,
refusing to leave until a few
friends arrived carrying a message of hope and compassion.
So when 1,500 Kentuckians
marched on the capitoL myself
one of them, to support their fellow state'smen, the 14 protestors
who remained came out to a multitude of cheers and applause.
Many of my friends ask why people take action like sit-i'ns and
marches and many other forms
of direct action. To them I can
only say open your eyes and ears
to the sound of a people struggling to stay afloat.
When a person can no longer
drink clean water or go to bed at

Check it!
• The News Facebook opinion forum:
Share your thou<Jhts about articles.
current events or campus happenings.

By The Numbers is now
exclusively online at
thenews.org

How often do
you read for
fun? ·

nigllf'wit'hout~O'Mnfiltt~~xat

day will brihg more hardship
than the one before, for themselves and their family, that person must make grievance with
their elected officials. But when
those officials refuse to open
their eyes and ears a more direct
action must be taken. Like Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. wrote in
his letter from a Birmingham jail,
the time for waiting has passed.
Those who had the power to
make an easy change are no
longer relevant. So here is the
warning. The future of this state
hinges on the power of its citizens.
We will march, sit, sleep and
probably even hang from a few
trees to save that which is most
dear to us.
We will no longer be a sacrifice-zone because we have nothing left to sacrifice. I encourage
all students to get involved and
shake things up a bit. Find your
issue and find your passion.
The time has come for us to
take control and make a community worthy enough to call our
own. If not, we will soon have to
answer to our children as we
should have made our elders
answer to u~

Kids At Play

J¥"'1 •

tinue the use of
Book-0-Mats.
Who doesn't need
a book vendihg
mac~ine? I want
one m my apartment, stat. Got it?

Student urges
others, 'speak
out against
injustice'
Cln response to rhe article ·Professor
suspended for r.'lci:tl comments'
published by The Murray State
News on Feb. 11)

How you doin'?
.
If you squinted your eyes and
threw your hands up with limp
wrists, then we should be
friends. ·
If not, go look up Wendy
Williams. Anyway, I had a few
epiphanies this following week.
Returning from Louisville
Sunday evening, I found myself
with a Valentine for the following day and a fresh copy of The
Murray State News.
I am sick with the idea dlat
we, Murray State University,
have racist and discriminatory
teach'tr~t'stat'f." ,Jr $ _.. ' '
I have no previous experience with the political science
department at Murray State nor
can I tell you where their classes are held.
Arlene Johnson, it is easy to
forget that you are grown.
Most of us students are at the
precipice of adulthood.
As a student, the teachers
placed before us are authority
figures.
When lwe are in their classrooms, they are in control. With
this authority comes great
responsibility.
Mark Wattier might be a
great teacher, but there is no
excuse for the remarks he
made.
If I had been in that classroom, Lord, ·help him, because I,
being comfortable with my
place in the world, would have
told him something about himself and would have had something done about it that semester.
Murray State, allowing this
man to return to his cushy
teaching job would inherently
say you approve of his radical,
out-dated views.
Permitting his return, in my

by Alex Lane
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not
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walkWay between
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in ditches every day .
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Jeers to ... the failure to conLet's all
be honest
for a few
minutes
and
talk
a b o u t
some of
last
week's
llhilll.....,
;.;:c;;;;..,;..~&~~-..ILl e v e n t s
that are
John Walker
really
Staff w~iter
going to
affect the
future. And no I am not going to
go on a long, drawn out rave
about how great it is Egypt
changed its government and how
. popular protest brought about
world change that no one in the
western world thought would
happen anytime soon.
I am going to talk about tJ'te
flrst time, in a long time, a few
people decided that making a difference in their own community
was worth almost getting arrested for and certainly worth having
a slumber party in the slate gov- .
ernor's office.
For anyone reading this article
not from Kentucky let's get some
facts straight.
This state is in a very special
club. One that allows our state to
be gifted with Jots of natural
resources and likewise allows
itself to be destroyed and pillaged by any company wishing to
exploit those resources with the
promise of creating more-'th:m lW'
jobs at any given time. ~hat is~ a
lot to say in one sentence. so I
encourage this audience to read
it until it soaks in.
Kentucky has more dean water
that other states could ever
dream about. Our geography and
people are so rarely diverse that
even Jesse Stuart, a famous Kentucky author wrote; "Within
these natural boundaries is Kentucky, shaped like the mouldboard on a hillside turning-plow.
Kentuok-y is neither southern,
northern, eastern, nor western, It
is the core of America. lf these
United States could be called a
body, Kentud.-y can be called its
heart."
In being a heart we are now
slowly dying from the disease
that comes from unhealthy
lifestyles and physical ffiistreatment. All over this Commonwealth issue after issue is putting
our lives, our culture and our natural beauty at risk. ·
Whether it is the Concentrated
Animal Feeding Operations
(CAFO) farms and coal plants
polluting the waters and air of
the west, the urban growth and
land mismanagement throughout
tbe bluegrass. or the completely

SA

opinion, would be a slap in the
face to many of our fabulous
teachers, Pearl Payne being one
of them. Standing at least 5 foot
9 inches, Payne is a person
whom turns heads and whom
people respect.
On the occasions when we
have spoken, or the times I have
seen her in passing, she is
always wearing a string of elegant pearls.
1 think she plans that.
As I read the article she was
featured in last week, it took me
back to my experiences in the
residential colleges.
My resident advisors never
once treated me differently
because of my race or sexual
orientation.
I never fell ill while living in
the dorms, but I know if I did,
jeremi Bumpus or Adam Priest
would have taken care of me
without hesitation.
It is hard for many of Murray
State's African American students to undellStand dis<:rimina"
tion'.•, ·,. , •. . 1, 1 ..• , ,
We have grown up in a time
whe~e our best friends, neighbors, even family members consisted of caucasion and other
ethnic groups.
· Contrary to what Ben Stein
believes, Murray is nowhere
near perfect, and definitely not
what I would call a Garden of
Eden.
If Stein can come speak on
such random topics as President Nixon, tea party ideas and
the crazy belief that Darwin had
it wrong, then I hope I can compel students to make a difference in the little place. tucked
in Jackson Purchase that is our
home.
Speak out against injustice
and live for what is right.
Cornelius Rocker,
junior from Greenville, Ky.

....;.;,__;,_ _ _~

My hair is constantly changing.
Freshman year, I
sported lime green
locks (1 have my
Racercard
to
prove it). Sophomore year saw the
birth
of
the

Casey Bradley detachable dread. .

.

lock phase (a
rather longwinded
phase, really). And
several years later, I'm back to my
high school rich red.
(My natural hair color is a medium
brown. I sort of stand out like a sore
thumb when I'm with my three
younger. blond haired siblings.)
Do you ever change your hair?
What about your clothing style?
Some people worry about the statement their appearance makes and fall
into a comfortable routine that
changes only when absolutely necessary.
When I fall out of bed (believe me,
I do occasionally fall), I'm not normally concerned with what people
will think of the skirt I pull on or the
shirt I drag over my messy hair
(brushes, who needs 'em).
Twice this week, though, friends
pointed out my clothing habits. They
made the observation that 1 commonly wear a variation of the same outfit:
leg warmers, leggings, skirt and then
an alternating combination of shirts
and cardigans.
And for once, it made me stop and
consider my wardrobe (after all, I'm
not a cartoon character with only one
outflt for an entire series). It was
true; 1 was in a routine of alternating
between a few pieces of clothing.
The next morning, I threw back the
covers, nodded my head briefly to
The Darkness as they sang me awake
and then looked over at my closet.
Oh, my closet. Full of a random
assortment of, well, everything; it
houses much. I pulled open the door
and made a point to pick out a new
outfit instead of relying 'on my daily
style'staples: Je~s replaced les-gin~. ,
leg warrn'~rs and
sJtirt. A ' j~cket~
replaced the cardigan. (I kept the
scarf. though.)
And then I made a point to tell my
friends 1 had shaken it up.
I love and hate change. I Jove tossing things up and seeing what comes
from the new mix. At the same time, I
loathe sudden changes which I cannot control.
When I've had a hair style for too
long, I get an itch and suddenly I fmd
scraps of hair at my feet, or wool
braided up to the roots.
' The fact I had fallen into a practically unchanging outfit routine
unnerved me when it was brought to
my attention. OK, maybe those
friends only saw me half of the week
and I was just on an outfit schedule,
but it still bothered me.
There is so much to try in life, why
not try it all? Instead of fmding one
thing you like and sticking with it,
shake things up, close your eyes and
reach for something new.
People fall into safe, comfortable
routines and never move on to anything different. I found an outfit I
loved wearing and almost never
changed (don't worry, I washed those
clothes, promise).
Embrace change. And make it happen as much as possible.
Opmton Edttor
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Tibetan monk advocates compassion
Nick lteside
News Editor

r

I

For many, Valentine's Day is a
time to spend with one's sweetHeart,
as well as the obligatory, ample
spending on roses and chocolates.
for other students, Monday was a
day to attend Tsering Pbuntsok's lecture on love and compassion in
Mason Hall.
Phuntsok, a Buddhist monk from
Tihct, follows the teachings of the
Dalai Lama.
"The core teaching of Buddhism is
non-violence, to be compassionate
toward others," Phuntsok said.
He said Buddhism teaches compassion toward all creation, not just
hum unity.
The mostly female audience filled
Mason Hall to capacity, with some
attendees standing to hear the lecture.
.
Phuntsok said Buddhists believe in
the Four Noble Truths, allowing followers to end the cycle of suffering
that comes through life and reincarnation.
Phuntsok said the first Noble
Truth is all life leads suffering. The
second Truth is suffering is caused
by desire. According to the third
Truth. suffering ends when desire
ends, causing the believer to reach
Nirvana, or enlightenment, a transccnsion of consciousness. Nirvana
was first achieved by Sidhartha Gautama, the religion's founder, later
renamed Buddha. The final Truth
states believers can reach Nirvana
by follo'?Jing the path of Buddha.
Jeffrey Wylie, senior lecturer of
social work. facilitated the lecture by
asking Phuntsok questions about his
b eliefs and experiences.
Wylie said he and Wayne Harper,
director of grounds building services, helped to bring Phuntsok to
campus.
During the discussion. Phuntsok
related Buddhism to Wylie's area of
expertise.
"The Buddhist is like a social
worker, but instead of attaining
enlightenment, they try to help others," he said.
"I like that," Wylie said in reilly.
While not the main focus of the
discussion. Phuntsok related love
and compassion from the Buddhist's

perspective to Valentine's Day.
"l think to practice or think about
compassion, f1lstly we have to think
about precious human life," he said.
"You have to be compassionate with
yourself. You have to be healthy, you
have to be strong."
He elaborated by saying you must
then be compassionate with others
close to you before working your
way out.
Phuntsok said he first entered the
monastery when he was 16-years old.
While attending, he was required to
wake up at 5 a.m. every morning and
attend class and meditate for hours
every day.
"The life of a monk is sometimes
very difficult," he said.
The Tibetan monk brought several instruments used in prayer and
meditation. Among these was a drum
used to reduce ego.
"Ego is the one problem for yourself and for others and for the
world," he said. "When you beat the
drum, we feel the ego is (being)
eliminated."
Phuntsok demonstrated this by
playing the drum while singing a
hymn.
1
He also played a bell, which be
said is made to eliminate ignorance.
'Pbuntsok compared ignorance to
sleep, stating that those asleep are
not aware of it, while knowledge is
like waking up.
The discussion concluded with
Dean of College of Health and
Human Services Corky Broughton
presenting Phuntsok with a blue and
gold blanket embroidered with the
Murray State logo.
A reception foUowed in the lobby.
Abigail Felber, senior from
Nashville. Tenn., has practiced Buddhism for the last 12 years. She said
she enjoyed the lecture, but was disappointed with the format.
"I loved it, but I heard from other
people that it was kind of hard to
understand him," Felber said. "It was
advertised as a lecture but it was
more question-and-answer. I think
that kind of threw people off."
Buddhism, the fifth largest religion
in the world, has existed since the
flfth century B.C. It is the predominant religion in eastern Asia.
Contact Reside at nicholas.reside@
murraystate.edu.
I
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Tserino Phuntsok. a Tibetan Buddhist monk, speaks about compassion on Valentine's Day in a packed Mason Hall.
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Well, Hey There Murray State

More than aname
The nickname for
an athlete is one of
the most coveted
prizes in all · of
sports. It can solidify
a superstar into the
•· realm of legend and
put the average player into the ranks of
. Drew
folkloric infamy.
Hursey
Every
athlete
wants an awesome Assisrant Sports f-.ditor
nickname, and on
any given night you could probably
hear at least five random ones about
players you never beard of on Sportscenter. This is a compilation of what I
think are the five best nicknames of ath·
letes in the history of sports (as well as
two honorable mentions and one
coach).
Honorable Mention:
Casey "The Wildhorse" Brockman
As much as I didn't want to put this in
here, I couldn't help myself. My loyalty
to all things Racers forced me to put in
Bro.ckman's self-made moniker. You
can't deny the appeal though, of seeing
the Wildhorse galloping to the end
zone at Roy Stewart Stadium causing
Racer 1 to take off around the track.
Honorable Mention:
Shawn "The Heartbreak Kid" Michaels
I know. I know· - wrestling doesn't
count. This isn't because of the legitimacy of wrestling as a sport, because
that's a completely different argument,
but rather because every wrestler is
required to have a nickname, so it kind
ofloses its allure. Yet, you have to give
' HBK some love (no pun intended); in
an industry defined by nicknames, he
stands out as the best. I mean, The Miz.,
seriously?
Now, on to the Top 5:
S. "The Great One"
Wayne Gretzlcy

•

' With just his career total for assists.
he would be the all-time point leader in
NHL history. Oh yeah, and he has more
goals than anyone else, too. The Great
One might seem cocky to some, but
ho~MY· what else d" you~~ IWP!....
· -4.~~ss"
Joeracnon
Most people are given nicknames
based off the talent they possess, but
that's not the case with Shoeless Joe.
Supposedly, he got the nickname from
playing a game barefoot after his new
spikes caused blisters to form on his
feet; the name stuck. Then he gambled
on the World Series and came back as a
ghost in Kevin Costner's cornfield. He
had to make the list with those kind of
credentials.
3. "The Golden Bear"
Jack Nicklaus
No offense to Tiger Woods, but Jack
was the best golfer ever before the jungle cat stormed onto the scene in 1997
at The Masters. He got the name from
being built like a bear and having
blonde hair - not the most original"
nickname ever, but for some reason
people liked it <~nd that's what makes it
great.
2. ~·The Galloping Ghost"
Red Grange
The man voted as the greatest college
football player and who single-handedly saved the NFL from collapsing in the
1920s deserves to have a nickname as
awesome as this. Yes, since I am a
Racer, 1 am biased toward any name
that makes me think of a running horse,
but 1 am pretty sure no one can deny a
nickname as mysterious and brilliant as
this.
L "His Airness" "Mf' or simply "Mike"
Michael Jordan
His list of nicknames is longer than
the Suez Canal, and you know what, 1
don't care. You can say any of his nicknames and everyone knows exactly
who you are talking about. He is the
greatest athlete who ever Jived. When
you watched him it was like watching a
piece of artwork take life - breathtaking. I would give him both of my kid·
neys if he needed them. I'm just hoping
he has one more comeback left in his
old bones.
Best Coach Nickname:
":Wizard of Westwood"
John Wooden
I didn't realize it. but there are tons of
coaches with nicknames: Tubby Smith.
Paul "Bear" Bryant and "The General"
Bobby Knight. to name a few. All of
these pale in comparison to Wooden's
"Wizard of Westwood." The late
Wooden is arguably the most revered
and respected coach in the history of
not just basketball. but all sports. His
nickname should be just as admired.
Not only is it catchy. but it is more
unique than almost anything I can think
of. Don't pretend you wouldn't want to
be called by this nickname, your streetcred would fly through the rouf.

Contact Hursey at drew.hursey@
murraystate.edu.
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The team gathers to celebrate during a game last season.
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Sprirw stirring starts
Last week, it
seemed the snow
buried
us.
Almost immedi~
ately, the warm
sunshine came
out, melted the
snow away and
brought
in
Steve
spring. The sunshine seemed to
Miller
wake the desires Outdoor columnist
of outdoor passion. Whether you are a turkey hunter,
angler, hiker or just like to be in
nature, 1 am sure the sunshine roused
impulses to go outdoors.
While we may be following our
reflexes to immediately throw on
shorts and flip-flops and pack away
the winter coats and sweaters, the
other creatures seem to.. be holed up
for a little longer.
Last
weekend's
temperatures
pushed me to get on Kentucky Lake
for what I thought would be banner
days of fishing. My expectations were
high, but were met with not a single
bite in two days.
Let me put this in perspective: 1 do
not think I have seen the fish in such a
cranky mood since I started fishing
Kentucky Lake ori a regular basis four
years ago. Not a bite! And no. it wasn't
just me being a bad fisherman. I will
be the first to admit I have been at
fault for fishless days. I talked to others who experienced the same results.
I have witnessed more fish activity
during the coldest days of December
and January than 1 did last weekend. It
seemed the warm weather that made
us so eager to become active went
unnoticed by the fish or turned their
dispositions sour.
I came to Kentucky for the expedited arrival of spring compared to the
lingering winters of the North, but I
still find spring never comes soon
enough and there is no instant conversion from cabin fever to glorious
spring. But. even though the fish did
not respond to the weather in the
same way I did, it was still fun to be
outdoors, on the water, expecting to
catch the fish of a lifetime on the next
cast
Nature seems more cautious than
we are to put the days of winter
behind it. This is important for us to
be aware of. It is a reminder that we
do not experience the natural world
the same way all other beings. do.
The spring transition is a time to be
muddled through. Take the good days
with the bad, and understand the
transformation from gray winter to
green spring is a process.
Take solace in knowing the magnificent spring days are just around the
corner, when turkeys will be strutting
and your rod will bend consistently
with accommodating fish.
Flexibility is key to crappie success
The crappie should finally begin
their early spring transjtion and feeding binge to prepare for the upcoming
spawn. If you know where to look this
time of year, you can find these fish
stacked and fill the boat in short order.
Keeping a pulse on weather and water
temperatures is crucial during the various stages of spawning. Minor variances of even one degree can have a
major impact on fish activity and their
location. Locations and temperamem
of crappie can vary from day-to-day,
or even hour-to-hour.
This time of year an angler must be
willing to move or change their tactics. This can be bard to do for those
with favorite spots or techniques to
catch papermouths, but it is necessary
for best results.
If you are willing and prepared to
,move with the fish, you will see an
increase in the number of crappie you
catch. If you follow these few key
guidelines, you will not run out of mlets at your upcoming f!.Sh frys.
Superbowl of bass fishing underway
The Bassmaster Classic, dubbed the
"superbowl of bass fishing," is being
held in New Orleans on the Louisiana
Delta today through Sunday. Although
water temperatures are below normal
for this time of year, the steady warming trend of the past week should
move the fish shallow to what will
likely be a slugfest of a tournament.
AU the best anglers in the world will
be on the sport's biggest stage and will
catch them no matter what the conditions have to offer. Catch all the
excitement on the ESPN networks
throughout the weekend.

Contact Miller at steve.miller@
murraystate.edu.
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No. 24 Utah State
at No. 23 Saint Mary's
No. 12 Connecticut
at No. 16 Louisville
No. 3 Ohio State
at No. 11 Purdue
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No. 20 Syracuse
at No.14 Villanova ·
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Tennessee
at No. 18 Vanderbilt
North Carolina State
at Maryland

Men,s Basketball

Team looks to close strong
Sophie McDonald
Staff writer

Rick Burres!The News
Sophomore guard Isaiah Canaan looks to score a basket for the Racers.

After an eight-game win streak as
well as eight straight wins on the road,
the Murray State men's basketball
team (20-7) lost a conference game
Wednesday night to the Southeast Missouri Red Hawks 57-64.
The Racers found themselves with
the lead by one point with 15:46 to play
in the first half, but seven seconds after
they took the lead, SEMO regained the
lead never to relinquish it.
With just more than 10 minut-es left
in the game, Murray State trailed by 18
points, but continued to fight and with
29 seconds left the Racers only trailed
by three points. However, SEMO made
all four of its free-throws and ended up
winning by seven points.
Senior guard B.J. Jenkins lead aU
Murray State players with 18 points followed by the only other Racer in double digits, junior forward Ivan Aska,
who bad 10 points and 10 rebounds to
earn a double-double for the game.
The loss brings Murray State into a
tie with Morehead State for the OVC
lead, both having 12-4 conference
records, with only one week of play left
in the regular season.
The loss sets up a stretch over the
weekend where the Racers will play
host to both Evansville and the co-conference leaders, Morehead, this week.
Whichever MSU walks away from the
fight will be named OVC Champ.
Saturday brings a game against the
Evansville PUIJ>le Aces, who are 14-11
with a non-conference, away-game
record of 1-3, but Head Coach Billy
Kennedy said his focus is on conference rivals.
"fm not a big proponent of the
BracketBuster unless you can get a TV
game or enhance your situation in
post-season play, this does neither for
us." he said. "It's the next game and
we'll do everything we can to win it,
obviously, but we're going to focus all
our attention on our conference play.""
Kennedy said he desires consistency
but is grateful for the team's progress.
''As a coach you always want to win
and you evaluate bow you play and not
just the results," be said. "But our guys
continue to get the results done and
I'm very thankful for that."
After the Feb. 7 win over Eastern Illi- •
nois, Kennedy said the team made a
commitment to win each game.
"We're going to win no matter what
we do." Kennedy said. "(It does not

'
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matter) if we play bad, our attitude is
not great, our effort is not gJ:eat, we
don't shoot the ball well, we've just got
to win."
Kennedy said he knows a winning
game may not always be pretty.
"Despite our mental approach sometimes, despite how pretty we look,
we're going to win and that's going to
be our focus point," be said. "We've
been able to do that, it hasn't always
been pretty, but the end result has been
positive."
Regardless of the style \ of winning,
Kennedy said the team is moving
ahead.
"I didn't realize we have one of the
longest winning streaks in the country,
so we're getting a lot of things accom.plished," be said.
Attack, Kennedy said, is what the
team needs.
"I think this team right now lacks a
consistent killer instinct," he said.
"Hopefully we can develop that soon."
The Morehead State Eagles come to
town Thursday carrying a 20-8 record
and Kennedy said he has not given
much thought to the team tied with the
Racers in the OVC rankings.
"Morehead is playing as weU as anyone in the league (but), I really haven't
thought a whole .Jot about that," he
said. "If we can focus on taking care of
our own business we'll be in good
shape."
Achieving that, Kennedy said,
depends on consistency in production.
"If you want to do special things you
have to play excellent on every possession and we haven't exactly bought
into that on a consistent basis and
that's where the · frustration lies," he
said. "The end result is about production, our guys producing wins, and in
the profession I'm in that's very important, so we're thankful for the wins."
By taking a few days off and staying
mentally fresh, Kennedy said the team
is pushing through the flnal games of
season play.
"They understand what's at stake
and we hope they embrace it," he said.
"We're in a position to control our own
destiny and win another conference
championship and that's been a goal of
ours since the moment we lost last season."
Tip-o(f against the Ptlrple Aces is at
7 p.m. Saturday ih the CFSB Center and
8 p.m. Thursday against Morehead
with the game aired on ESPNU.
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Amber Von Tussle, played by Sarah Kendall, junior from Holland, Ind., and Link Larkin, played by Adam Reneer, senior from Robards, Ky., dance on 'The Corny Collins Show' durinQ a rehearsal of 'Hairspray.'

Playhouse brings Broadway musical to Murray,
Anna Taylor
Assistant Features Editor
"Hairlipray,'" the musical about a girl with big
hair and even biggc.>r dreams is now showing at
Playhouse in the P:.rk.
The play is based on the eight-time Tony
Award winning musical. including one for Best
Musical, according to goldstar.com and in 2007,
the 1988 film version of"Hairspray" was remade. •
• In the play, Tr:1cy Turnblad, the main character shares her pa!'sion for singing and dancing in
the city of Baltimore by auditioning for, and
eventually landing a spot on, a local TV program,
"The Corny Collins Show."
Dawn Spears, senior from Tennessee Ridge,
Tenn., plays Tracy and describes her character
as an outcast who fits in.
"She's got a really great vision and is ,wise
beyond her years," Spears said.
Tracy causes conflict when she joins "Corny
Collins" because she becomes the new girl. Her
rival, Amber Von Tussle, sees Tracy's talents
being showcased instead of her own, causing
jealousy to form.
The play takes place in the 1960s and covers
love and civil rights. Tracy, who is white,
defends her black friends who get cut from "The
Corny Collins Show's" special Negro Day. As a
strong person, Tracy lights for what she believes
in and protests for change.
Lisa Cope, director, said the real message of
the show is acceptance.
"Tracy deals with finding acceptance because
she is a bigger girl who docs not necessarily fit
in," Cope said. "The secondary story in the show
is really acceptance with the black kids because
the show takes place in the '60s."
"Hairspray" was one of the most auditioned
for shows at Playhouse in the Park, according to
Cope.
"We had 65 audition." Cope said. "Thirty-four
were cast."
In the auditions, the actors were asked to learn
and perform a dance step from the show, sing a
song of their choice and read from the script,
according to Cope.
Cope said that of the 34 cast, 17 were Murray

State students, 14 were high school students and
three were adults.
"This is a show we've had uur eyes on for a
while," Cope said. "We thought it would be one
the college students would be interested in and
the high school students would be interested in."
The cast have been practicing since mid-January right after Campus Lights ended, according
to Cope.
'1t's usually a six·w<.>ck process (at Playhouse)," Cope said. "We did it in five b<.>causc of
Campus Lights."
Because of last week's bad weather, two prac·
tices were lost, Cope said.
"We had an eight-hour day Saturday and an
eight-hour day Sunday to make up for (the
weather)," Cope said. "We're all really tired
now."
Regardless of being tired (Tom putting a lot of
effort into making a great show, Cope knows that
opening night will be d)·namic.
"J love opening night because of the energy,"
Cope said. "We've got everything ready and we
just need an audience.''
One question that Copt3 has b<.•en asked a lot is
if the character Edna Turnblud, Tracy's mother, '
is played by a man.
"Yes," Cope said. "Josh Byrne is playing Edna.
For some reason <the writer of "Hairspray")
always has one of his chara'-·tcrs in drag. Josh
was a little intimidated at first but he's been
great."
Spears, who has never participated in a Playhouse production and said she is looking for·
ward to opening night.
"I'm really looking forward to just having an
audience there," Spears said. "I just want to see
how people react to it."
Spears said she can relate to the character she
plays in "Hairspray."
"I kind of felt like an outc:tst that fit in
throughout hlgh school and college ... I wish I
could be as brave as (Tracy>." she said.
Ticket prices are $11 for adults, $10 for seniors
age 60 and older, $9 for students age 13 and older
and $8 for children age 12 and under. To pre·
order tickets, visit playhouseinthepark.net.
Contact Taylor at ataylor2@1murraystate.edu.

Dawn Spears (left), senior from Tennessee Rldqe, Tenn.. plays Tracy Tumblad in Playhouse in the
Park's production of 'Halrspray.' This is Spears' first Playhouse In the Park production.
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Spin around: local girl finds interest in hooping
Jesslc:a Haynes
Staff writer
When you think of hula hooping, you picture rctro girls from
the 1950s swinging their hips back and forth, but who knew the
hoop is not restricted to the hips?
Nicole Buss and Jamie Smith. nonstudents from Murray,
have dont just that. Buss and Smith like hooping, which is hard
to define because the styles of hooping cover many fields and
prove to be a broad activity.
Buss hoops every day she said, using not only her hips, but
also arms and legs, performing various tricks and tosses.
"Hula hooping, as much as we all know was just on your
waist," Buss said. ''The tricks that we do, they didn't do."
Buss and Smith said their dancing pulls from Native American dances, tribal dances, hip-hop and circus dances.
"That's just where all the tricks come from," Buss said. " And
then on top of that, whoever the hooper is - they obviously
have different styles of music and their dances seem different
from everyone else."
Hula hooping is not easy. Buss said learning tricks takes
hours of practice, and hooping can bum 600 calories per hour.
" It's rough, but once you get the music going you really get
into it, and the time goes by a lot faster," Smith said. "For me,
it's alway:; awesome when I learn a new trick when I've been
trying forever, and I finally get it and think 'Yes!"'
Buss and Smith said their interest in hooping started after
attending the 2009 Bonnaroo music festival in Manchester,
Tenn.
Buss said during one particular show, she spent more time
watching a large group of girls hooping beside her than she did
the music.
A couple of months later, Buss and Smith bought hoops and
have been hooping ever since.
Buss said there was no one in the area who taught hooping
methods. so she and Smith taught themselves using instruc-

RALLY
at the

CAPITOL

MESS students march
to save mountaintops
Charlotte Kyle
Features Editor

"You hear aU of these people and you can tell
they're passionate about this issue, too."
Brett Shatlier, post-bac~aJ.aurcate student from

Kylie

Townscnri'Contnbut~ng

phoiograph<'r

Nicole Buss, nonstudent fromMurray, spins her hoop i~ the Quad.
tiunal vidcus on YouTub~. Since then they have begun offering
private l'iasscs under the name MKY Hoops to teach those
intcn'Stcd in the activity.
Buss said tlwy have ta~ht five others in the area, and have
even pcrfnrmcd in public.

"We did a performance in Wingo Elementary School in front
of something like 400 kids," Buss said. "It was called 'Huors for
Heart,' like 'Jump Rope for Heart.' We were the halftime show.
It was cute."
MKY Hoops has also started selling fully custumizcd hoops
on Etsy, and Buss and Smith said they plan to start selling hoop
bags, performance pieces llke hair accessories and T-shirts.
Buss said little hoops used for the hands arc approximatdy
$25 to $30 and the big hoops in beginner sizes are customiznbll'
and approximately $30.
Buss and Smith said MKY Hoops is not about the money, but
rather is fueled by their love of hooping.
"lt really wasn't so much of a blL-;iness kind of thing," Buss
said. " It started originally as trying to get other people inter·
ested in it. At the time we didn't think there were people that
spun anything in this area. we thought we were in a black
hole."
Buss said she has learned about others that arc interested in
poi and s taff spinning and hopes to create a workshop to lncor·
porate all of them.
"At the end of last year we were thinking about doing a free
workshop day and having some belly dancers and poi spinners
come and just do a two-hour long thing where we presented
and teach people how to do basic stuff, but we were waiting
until it gets more warm to do that," Buss said.
Buss and Smith said they also plan for the Atomic City Cir·
cus, debuting soon in Paducah. The circus includel! belly
dancers, hooping. fire performances and more.
MKY Hoops offers private lessons with hoops providcJ and
attendees are encouraged to bring their friends. Buss and
Smith said the recent cold weather conditions hitting Murray
have made outdoor hooping difficult, but they enjoy hooping
in the Quad and welcome anyone interested to stop and try it
out.
For more information on MKY Hoops, visit mkyhoops.com.
Contact Haynes at ;essica.haynes@murraystate.edu.

'Paducah, traveled to Frankfort to participate in the
"I Love Mountains" rally Monday. The event followed 14 protestors' three-night sit-in at Gov. Steve
Beshcar's office.
Shathcr was joined by Murray Environmental
Student Society members Miranda Brown, senior
from Winchester, Ky•. Sarah Kelty, senior from
Louisville, and John Walker. senior from
Nicholasville, Ky.
Thl.' rally. organized by Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth, drew a crowd of more than 1.300
participants, Shathcr said. They all gathered for the
same cause: to spl.'ak out against mountaintop
removal.
''(The M)palachian mountains arc) one of Kentucky's greatest resources," he said. "Mountaintop
removal is a highly d<.·structive form of mining.
Effcctivl'ly, they try to say that coal jobs are what's
important anu what will help keep our economy
alive when, in truth, this form of mining creates
less jobs because you're using high explosives."
For mon~ ahnut the "I Love Mountains" rally and
Sharber's experience, :•:isit thencws.org. ~-~~~~-~-~~~~~~~.,.........-~"'"""""'~~-~~~--.,....;.r~"-'
Cont.1t:t Kyle at charlotte.kylt!@mucraystate.r!du.
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